
 

Curriculum Matters 
 

Focus on Project Based Learning: The 5Cs 
“What do Communication, collaboration, critical thinking, creativity and community all have in common? 

These are the 5Cs that feature in the schools’ mission statement and they are at the heart of using project based 

learning as a key instructional strategy in our school.   Communication, collaboration, critical thinking, creativity and 

community, drive our engaging program in which students can be inquirers as they develop the essential skills to be 

responsible members in a local and global community.  The 5Cs are the foundation blocks that support our project based 

learning and classes which in turn support the content and standard based learning at the school. 

During this first month of school, students have been learning how they benefit from learning the skills relating to 

communication, collaboration, creativity, critical thinking and establishing a positive community of learners. In addition 

to this, they have focused on how these 5Cs are part of the learning strategies in all subjects taught and enrich school 

climate and culture.   

As the year goes by we will be continuing to actively seek ways to build our understanding of the 5Cs as so much of what 

we do with project based learning is based on students having a strong knowledge base, the ability to communicate, 

think critically, be creative, collaborate with others, and be part of a functioning learning community.  We strongly 

encourage our students to find ways in all areas of their daily lives to continue strengthening these skills and to actively 

look for new projects and interests in their community and world around them. 

 

5Cs Awareness Poster Competition 

Calling all students in Middle School and High School. 

 Feeling Creative?  Want to communicate your ideas and share your understandings of the 5Cs with the 
community? 

Use your creativity and critical thinking skills to design and create posters for the school campus that 
communicate to our school community what our 5Cs look like in our classrooms.  

 Your posters can be created digitally or by hand. All digital images must be created by the student and 
be original to them, no copied images. 

 You can represent all 5Cs on one poster or create one poster for each of the 5Cs. 
 You may enter as many posters as you wish. 
 You can work individually or with one other student. 
 The posters will be displayed around the school and the top designs will be published in the Year book 

and receive a prize. 

All entries must be received by Ms Sarah Zarzo no later than Friday October 28th, 2016 



 

COP22 Conference Project 

Over the next month 15 of our students in grades 8 – 12 will be preparing presentations for 
our own mini COP22 conference.  The COP (Conference of the Parties) is the decision-making 
body of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and was 
established to fight global warming. Students participating in this project will research the 
causes and consequences of global warming. Then they will develop a strategy for combating 
some of the contributing factors that cause global warming and final they will present their 
investigation, ideas and findings at our miniCOP22 Conference.   

Our miniCOP22 Conference will be held on October 28th, 2016.   The students presenting will 
attend the official COP conference to be held in Marrakesh in November.  At the conference 
they will have the opportunity to share and discuss their finding with leading scientists and 
policy makers as well as to gain a greater insight into other solutions and strategies being 
developed to combat global warming. 

 

 

 


